"A Shoebox of QSL Cards:
Memories of Solar Cycle 19".

John Gilbert, VE3CXL
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VE3CXL's recollections, told through his QSL card collection, of
operating VESBOW from 1956-58 at Eureka, NU on Ellesmere Island

With a Postscript on Solar cycle 21 : March 1976 to September 1986.
Major operating in Ottawa was around 1979.
The maximum smoothed sunspot number was 232.9, in December 1979.



Solar Cycle 19
The nineteenth solar cycle since 1755. It lasted 10.5 years, from April 1954 to October 1964.
The International Geophysical Year occurred at its peak. The maximum smoothed sunspot number
was 285.0, in March 1958 (the highest on record).

Solar Cycle 21
Also lasted 10.5 years, from March 1976 to September 1986.
The maximum smoothed sunspot number was 232.9, in December 1979.

Solar Cycle 24
(the current solar cycle) began January 4, 2008 to mid-2018
On track to have the lowest recorded sunspot activity.

Sunspot activity has a major effect on the shortwave bands
High levels of sunspot activity lead to improved signal propagation on higher frequencies.



Getting Started in Amateur Radio

1953 — Catching the bug!

1954 — Brantford ARC Ham Class
Practicing “Best bent wire tree”.

1955 — On the air as VE3BOH

1956 — Operating VESMB and VESMA
1956-58 — VESOW
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VE3BOH, Brantford, 1955
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Characteristics of the Amateur bands in 1955

Lots of war surplus equipment;
Chirps, clicks and drifting;

SSB only for the wealthy;

Still lots of crystal controlled rigs;
US novice bands;

Excellent propagation worldwide;

Soviet stations sent “WSEM”
(BCEM) but would not reply;

“Windom” antennas used widely.
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To Radio Station VE 8 o W ;
Confirming QSO on........, {i/S/;‘ 7 at GMT.
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HAS THIS DAY SUBMITTED EVIDENCE SATISFACTORY TO THE AMERICAN RADIO li\y LEAGUE THAT HIS
STATION HAS CONDUCTED TWO-WAY COMMUNICATION WITH OTHER wms;&nons IN AT LEAST
ONE HUNDRED DIFFERENT COUNTRIES SINCE NOVEMBER 15, 1945. THIS caﬂh}:n: RECOGNIZES
HIS OUTSTANDING mommct AND M\'rzer HIS MEMBERSHIP IN THE X CENTURY CLUB.
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FIRST HAWAIIAN WAZ WAS DXCC

KA2IJ AP21J 3D2IJ K6CGK K1PND KG6SZ

Thanks for our hecent
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4207 Huanudl St.
Honolulu, Hawaii
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1901-1996 QCWA Member

LOS ANGELES COUNTY
e

W6AM

The Wallace Radio Ranch and Rhombic Farm,
is 10 miles from Long Beach, the W6AM residence,
and 20 miles from down town Los Angeles, on a
1200 Foot hill, on a peninsula, overlooking the
Pacific Ocean, 2 miles away

Transmitters: Collins 325 3 Hen

Receivers: Collins 755-3A, 755 30 7553 514
362 Countries confirmed, #1 DXCC, 'WAC charter

vrgmsel’QVVAx L\:Vand e, WAC #55 \o'w
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Don C. Wallace W6AM
28503 Highridge Rd.
Rancho Palos Verdes, California U. S. A. 90274

1898-1985. QCWA Member

ST. THOMAS, VIRGIN ISLANDS U.S.A., BOX 403
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CONFIRMING OUR CW 1-27-28 MCS Thanks .W
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VE3CXL Ottawa 1977-82
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