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Shoeboxes full of QSL cards……



VE3CXL's recollections, told through his QSL card collection, of 
operating VE8OW from 1956-58 at Eureka, NU on Ellesmere Island

With a Postscript on Solar cycle 21 : March 1976 to September 1986. 
Major operating in Ottawa was around 1979.
The maximum smoothed sunspot number was 232.9, in December 1979.



Solar Cycle 19
The nineteenth solar cycle since 1755. It lasted 10.5 years, from April 1954 to October 1964. 
The International Geophysical Year occurred at its peak. The maximum smoothed sunspot number 
was 285.0, in March 1958 (the highest on record).

Sunspot activity has a major effect on the shortwave bands
High levels of sunspot activity lead to improved signal propagation on higher frequencies.

Solar Cycle 21
Also lasted 10.5 years, from March 1976 to September 1986. 
The maximum smoothed sunspot number was 232.9, in December 1979.

Solar Cycle 24
(the current solar cycle) began January 4, 2008 to mid-2018
On track to have the lowest recorded sunspot activity. 



Getting Started in Amateur Radio

• 1953 – Catching the bug!
• 1954 – Brantford ARC Ham Class
• Practicing “Best bent wire tree”. 
• 1955 – On the air as VE3BOH
• 1956 – Operating VE8MB and VE8MA
• 1956-58 – VE8OW



Tom Hunter, VE3CP
ARRL SCM
President of the
Brantford Amateur
Radio Club 1954-56



Command Set BC458 Tx
SX-43 Receiver
( also R 1155 Receiver)

VE3BOH, Brantford, 1955



Characteristics of the Amateur bands in 1955
• Lots of war surplus equipment;
• Chirps, clicks and drifting;
• SSB only for the wealthy;
• Still lots of crystal controlled rigs;
• US novice bands;
• Excellent propagation worldwide;
• Soviet stations sent “WSEM” 

(BCEM)  but would not reply;
• “Windom” antennas used widely.

Loren Windom 1905-88

SSB Multiphase Exciter 20-A



VP2VB/   Danny Weil
1918-2003



Collins
32V3 Transmitter
51J3 Receiver
“MonKey”
“Vee” Beams

VE8-land 1956-58
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1915-1994 1898-1985. QCWA Member

1901-1996 QCWA Member 1905-1982



VE3CXL Ottawa 1977-82
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THANK YOU!


